Teleconference minutes

April 17, 2007

Montana Chapter SWCS

A regular teleconference of the Montana Chapter of SWCS was called to order by President Ann Fischer.  Others in attendance were Dick Scheetz, Tasha Gibby, Carla Lawrence, Tom Pick, Heidi Brewer, Brad Trosper, and Kit Sutherland.

Old Business:

Minutes – a pen and ink change to the minutes to read Heidi presented a Trivia game at the Northern Plains Regional Conference.  Cross out Tom.  Tom moved to accept the minutes as changed.  Seconded by Carla.  Minutes approved as corrected.

Treasurer’s Report – Ed was not present to provide a treasurer’s report

Endowment – Brad reported that Larry Robertson is developing a draft brochure for advertisement of the endowment.  An article concerning the endowment will be placed in the newsletter.

Soil Painting kit – Tom reported some of the soil has been broken up.  He has met with NRCS and will continue to work with NRCS to develop the materials.

NP Regional meeting follow-up – Carla and Tom reported they are still waiting for a bill from the Pollard for a final accounting of the meeting.  

Dawson Co. Tillage demo – Dick has purchased two cases of water and two cases of pop and will have available at the demo with a sign that says sponsored by MT Chapter of SWCS.  Tasha will also be attending the demo and provide SWCS brochures.  
Summer Tour for 2008 – Brad discussed his ideas of a two-day event with the first afternoon providing an overview of the Jocko River restoration and the second day as a tour of several sites.  He will work on the details further.

Financial Audit – Ann will appoint a committee to perform the audit once the final accounting is available from the NP regional meeting.
MEEA – Tom suggested it would be a good group for MT chapter of SWCS to be involved with.  He suggested we keep it in mind for the future.

New Business:

International Meeting – Tom has applied to attend the international conference through NRCS.  It was suggested for Kit and Ann to also apply to attend on government travel and time.  If anyone has any items they would like to provide as a silent auction item for the international conference, please let Ann know by June.
Budget - Ed is in the process of developing the budget

Partnering with American Water Resources – Tom reported this would be a good group to partner with.  They are having a meeting in October in Lewistown covering irrigation.  This may be a meeting we could be a part of in some way.  Tom will gather more information and report at the next teleconference.

Newsletter – May 15th the newsletter will be distributed.  Please have all articles to Tasha by May 4th.  Following are the newsletter assignments:

Regular messages from the President

Featured member – Justin Messiner scholarship committee

Endowment article – Larry Robertson

Regional meeting summary – Carla and Tom

Upcoming events – if anyone has any upcoming events please provide those to Tasha

International meeting – Heidi

Technical Report 

Tillage Demo – Tasha Gibby and Rick Fasching
There being no further business the teleconference was adjourned.  The next teleconference will be held May 22 beginning at 7:30 a.m.  Note the date change as the president has a conflict on the 15th.
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